Journalistic Learning's Efficacy
A Research-Based Approach

Traditional education systems don't prepare students to be active,
well-informed citizens with strong media literacy, critical thinking, and
communication skills. Especially with the proliferation of fake news,
extreme political polarization, and increased online exposure, there's a
pressing need for students to develop these competencies.

In other words, today's young people need the skills of a journalist.

Journalistic learning is a systemic approach that infuses journalistic
strategies into required ELA courses. To acquire the skills of a
Jjournalist, students do as journalists do in a journalistic learning project,
including choosing an issue they're interested in, conducting research,
interviewing a community expert, and publishing their findings for an
authentic audience.

Along the way, students learn foundational media literacy skills like
how to identify credible sources and sift through mis- and
disinformation.

Journalistic learning is a research-based approach. While the approach
is informed by evidence-based methods from peer-reviewed studies,
like Ryan and Deci's Self Determination Theory (2000), Journalistic
Learning Initiative (JLI) has also conducted research to verify its
efficacy.

Develop Journalistic Skills

Teachers who led journalistic instruction perceived substantial
improvements in students' core journalistic skills, such as evaluating
bias and credibility of sources, conducting interviews with community
members, and writing.

Compared to past writing assignments, teachers observed more
motivation, sustained engagement, and persistence through
challenges and multiple revisions from students conducting journalistic
writing. (Madison, Anderson, Bousselot, \Wantz, Guldin, 2023).

Additionally, teachers were surprised by the high levels of civic
engagement their students exhibited and the breadth of issues they
explored indicated intentionality in civic media literacy described by
Mihailidis (2018).

Students who engaged in journalistic learning exhibited
substantial improvements in core journalistic skills and
high levels of civic engagement and intentionality in
civic media literacy (Madison, Anderson, Bousselot,
Wantz, Guldin, 2023).




Catalyze Agentic Engagement

Journalistic learning connects to social justice pedagogy through
content and purpose. By engaging in critical issues through a social
Jjustice pedagogical lens, students are empowered to push back
against narratives that may negatively affect their lives and
communities.

Students from minority groups who led journalistic learning projects
reported engaging in diverse and meaningful experiences, exploration,
and questioning, cultivating critical consciousness and agency. They
also reported that hands-on experiential learning in interviewing and
writing increased their self-efficacy and interest in writing, important for
critical reflection (Guldin, Madison, & Anderson, 2021).

Providing engaging and culturally responsive media education through
Jjournalistic learning benefits stakeholders and the public good, as the
approach has the potential to develop students' critical awareness
about social justice issues taking place in their communities.

Students who engaged in journalistic learning also highlighted multiple
goals of media education that journalistic learning bridges into other
content areas, including critical thinking (Masterman, 1985), critical
autonomy (Masterman, 1985), understanding the constructed nature of
media (Share, 2015), and discovery (Madison, 2015).

Journalistic learning empowers students to push back
against narratives that may be negatively affective their
lives and communities and raises their critical
awareness about social justice issues (Guldin, Madison,
& Anderson, 2021).

Cultivate
Critical
Thinking &
Intrinsic
Motivation

Journalistic learning leverages student interest, collaboration, and self-
direction in the classroom.

On both quantitative and qualitative data, students reported positive
perceptions and attitudes, high levels of individual interest and intrinsic
motivation to engage and persist in journalistic research and writing, a
flow experience in the writing process, high levels of autonomy to be
self-directed, competency for critical thinking of different viewpoints
(and openness to them), and relational support from their teachers and
peers as a result of their participation in journalistic learning (Madison,
Anderson, & Bousselot. 2019).

Students exhibit higher motivation, self-efficacy, critical
thinking, and excitement for writing when engaging in
journalistic learning (Madison, Anderson & Bousselot,
2019).




Preparing Educators to Lead Civic
Engagement & Media Literacy Instruction

The on-demand nature of JLI's online professional development offers
teachers ease of access and opportunities to review, revisit, and
reinforce their comprehension of training materials.

After completing the JLI's self-paced, professional learning materials,
educators reported feeling prepared to build students’ skills in sifting
through and evaluating information from different media sources with
intentionality for balanced coverage of an issue—not just the one that
supports one's own opinion. (Madison, Anderson, Bousselot, Wantz,
Guldin, 2023).

JLI's professional development materials deepen
educator’s understanding of journalism and civic media
literacy. Teachers reported feeling prepared to build
students’ skills in objectively sifting through and
evaluating information from different media sources
(Madison, Anderson, Bousselot, Wantz, Guldin, 2023).

Additional Research Behind the Approach

The tools of journalism can build students’ skills for
critical thinking and civic media literacy (Mihailidis 2018,
Bobkowski and Rosenthal 2022).

Journalistic learning centers authentic publication to a
real audience as a pillar of its instructional approach,
which research indicates can be a motivator (Magnifico
2010).

Students who engage in media earn better grades & test
scores in High School and College. (Dvorak, 1998) (Dvorak
& Choi 2009)

Journalistic learning integrates reflection throughout to
develop students' metacognition and self-regulation in
learning, such as how students manage their
expectations, approach feedback, and think critically
about their own thinking on a topic (Anderson et al. in
press; Beach et al. 2020).

Students, particularly students of color, who have had an
opportunity to develop and apply principles of journalistic
learning in school, tend to also have more successful
academic and writing experiences (Dvorak 1990; Dvorak
and Choi 2009).

Students with publication experience make fewer errors
than AP English and honors students, and outperform
their peers in college freshman writing (Blinn, 1982)
Media literacy skills protect students against
susceptibility to misinformation (Hwang, Ryu & Jeong,
2022)
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